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Temple Israel established 1914

the bulle lnTI

“Shavuot is the festival when we celebrate our greatest gift: the Torah,
our constitution of liberty under the sovereignty of God, our marriage
contract with Heaven itself, written in letters of black fire on white fire,
joining the infinity of God with the finitude of humankind in an
unbreakable bond of law and love, the scroll Jews carried wherever they
went, and that carried them. This is the Torah: the voice of heaven as it
is heard on earth, the word that lights up the world.”

Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks
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T A B L E  O F
C O N T E N T S

Racial Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion
(REDI) means recognizing the holiness of
each individual and affirming and
reflecting the actual diversity of Jewish
people. The URJ is dedicated to
representing individuals across the
gender spectrum, including transgender,
nonbinary, and gender-expansive
individuals. 

For more information about the Reform
Movement's stance on inclusivity and a
quick guide to pronouns, please visit
https://urj.org/what-we-do/audacious-
hospitality/quick-guide-pronouns. 
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Temple Israel founded in 1914 is a Reform Congregation affiliated with the Union for Reform
Judaism. Temple Israel is truly our House of Worship, Study and Gathering. For over a century,
our synagogue embodies the ritual warmth and ceremonial beauty of our Jewish tradition while
serving as the center for worship, life-cycle celebration and events, education, social justice, and
activities and gatherings for all ages. We are an inclusive and actively engaged community. We
welcome singles and couples, interfaith couples and families, LGBTQ Jews and those seeking to
convert to Judaism. Temple Israel values the diversity of Jewish expression and community. 

Friday, May 1, 6:00 p.m.
Shabbat Services

Sunday, May 3, 3:00 p.m.
“An Afternoon at the Movies” - TI Annual Fundraiser

Friday, May 8, 7:30 p.m. 
Birthday Shabbat & Celebration for Rabbi Appel

Monday, May 11, 6:00 p.m.
Temple Israel After Hours, hosted by Brotherhood

Friday, May 15, 6:00 p.m.
Zamru L’Shabbat

Saturday, May 16, 10:30 a.m.
“Time” for Learning: Sivan & Time Capsule Opening

Sunday, May 17, 9:30 a.m.
ARZA Breakfast hosted by Brotherhood

Thursday, May 21, 6:30 p.m.
Tikkun Leil Shavuot

Friday, May 22, 6:00 p.m.
Shabbat Services

Tuesday, May 26, 6:00 p.m.
TI Adult Book Club 

Friday, May 29, 4:00 p.m.
Shabbat Services @ Zarrow Pointe

Friday, May 29, 6:00 p.m.
Shabbat Services 

Sunday, May 31, 10:30 a.m.
Temple Israel Annual Meeting

Friday, June 5, 7:30 p.m.
Brotherhood Shabbat

Friday, June 12, 6:00 p.m.
Birthday Shabbat

Saturday, June 13, 10:30 a.m.
“Time” for Learning: Tamuz

Saturday, June 13, 7:00 p.m.
Brotherhood Night @ Driller’s Stadium

Sunday, June 14, 6:00 p.m.
Gourmets on the Go @ Oren
Friday, June 19, 6:00 p.m.

Shabbat Services
Friday, June 26, 4:00 p.m.

Shabbat Services @ Zarrow Pointe
Friday, June 26, 6:00 p.m.

Anniversary Shabbat
Tuesday, June 30, 6:00 p.m.

TI Adult Book Club
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by Batsheva Appel 
Interim Rabbi

R A B B I  R E M A R K S
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Ecclesiastes writes: “…the making of many books is
without limit”. [Ecclesiastes 12:12] In our time it isn’t just
books that have proliferated; the different media of
learning have expanded greatly. There are so many
more channels for us to learn anything under the sun. 

We still have books, both physical and digital. We can
learn from a teacher in person or watch a video online.
We can listen to an audiobook or a Podcast. We can
have a chevruta, a study partner, who is in the same
room or who is remote. We can travel to places to learn,
and we can engage in digital learning platforms.

As we prepare for Shavu’ot, the Festival of the giving of Torah at Mount Sinai, we will have
two different media for learners. Part of Shavu’ot, beyond the eating of dairy products, is to
prepare to receive Torah by engaging in learning through the night, a practice known as
Tikkun Leil Shavu’ot. This year we will have two different media for learning. On Thursday,
May 21, at 6:30 p.m., we will gather in the Activity Space at the Temple Israel offices for
learning. Together we will explore “How Many Commandments Are There?”. We will look at
the 10 Commandments and other lists of commandments from the rabbinic tradition. We will
also be serving cheese as well as cheesecake.

That same evening, we are participating in “It’s Torah
O’clock Somewhere”, a project of small congregations
across North America. Beginning at 7 p.m. CDT until
9 a.m. CDT on Friday, May 22, there are almost 30
learning sessions with rabbis across North America
via Zoom. At each hour, there can be as many as five
different classes to choose from. I will be teaching as
part of that program, at 9 pm CDT. My topic will be
"Sacred Texts & Unclean Hands" online. This class
explores rabbinic debates about which books belong
in the Tanakh. Using Tractate Megillah, we’ll examine
how the idea of texts that “defile the hands” signaled
sacred status, and what criteria shaped the
boundaries of the Hebrew canon. Watch the iTInerary
for details and the links that will be provided soon.

Wishing everyone a joyous Shavu’ot! Chag Sameach.

Join us for Shabbat Services on Friday,
May 8, as we celebrate 

Rabbi Appel’s 
30 Years in the Rabbinate!



I find myself reflecting on this incredible journey with immense gratitude and pride. It has
been a privilege to serve you, and I want to extend my heartfelt thanks to the clergy and
staff, the Executive Committee and Board, all our committees and our members who have
supported me along the way. Your passion, dedication, and countless hours of hard work
have been empowering. 
The success of our NextDor Campaign is a testament to your unwavering commitment. I am
looking forward to working with our newly formed Search Committee to help choose our new
Senior Rabbi.

It has been inspiring to see what we can achieve when we come together with a shared
purpose. I look forward to joining you when we dedicate our beautiful new Temple next
Spring. Thank you once again for your incredible support and partnership, and for making
this journey so memorable and fulfilling.
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Brina Reinstein, Temple Israel
Board President

P R E S I D E N T ’ S  M E S S A G E
As my two-year term as President of Temple Israel draws to a
close, I sit in front of my computer writing my last bulleTIn
message. Instead of the normal “Thanks, it’s been great”
message one might expect from an outgoing Temple president,
(although I plan to do that as well), I want to share something I
have found to be true during my term.
Communication is the foundation of any healthy relationship,
and this is just as true within our Temple family as it is in our
personal lives. Open, honest, and respectful communication
between the leadership, the clergy, and the congregation builds
trust, fosters unity, and ensures that everyone feels informed
and valued.

President Brina Reinstein has appointed Grant Bumgarner as the Chair of the Rabbinic
Search Committee, and invited the following Temple members to serve on the committee. 
           Todd Arlan             Rick Cohn              Ryan Coretz          Josh Corngold 
           Shana Deneen      Mindy Galoob        Mark Goldberg       Rebekah Kantor
           Michael Pollak       Devin Renberg      Jon Stolper            Zac Waxman
 
At every turn, your Temple leadership is treating this immense project as sacred work,
holding the desires of the Temple Israel community front and center. The members of the
Rabbinic Search Committee represent a diverse cross-section of the Temple Israel
community: longtime TI members and those newer to the community; parents of current
Religious School students, parents of grown adults, and grandparents of small children. Our
committee contains members of interfaith families and Jews by Choice. They have led
Temple Israel’s Board and were selected for their love of our community and their desire to
contribute to the sacred task of selecting Temple Israel’s next Senior Rabbi.
Many of you expressed the desire to join this committee. While not everyone was chosen,
as we move through this year long process, we will host a series of listening sessions to
give you the opportunity to share your thoughts about what you would like to see in a new
Senior Rabbi. Every member’s voice is vital in this process. Please check the Temple
website for updates on the search process.

RABBINIC SEARCH COMMITTEE UPDATE
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T E M P L E  F A M I L Y
by Lesley Bumgarner
Director of Congregational Life
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Here at Temple Israel, we believe that there are many ways to
connect to Jewish life, spirituality, and community. Some of our
congregants like to worship at Shabbat Services and connect
with fellow members of the Temple Israel Family during the Pre
Oneg before or the Oneg after services. Other congregants
prefer to “pray with their feet” performing acts of Tikkun Olam
with our Social Justice Committee, including marching in the
MLK Parade, volunteering at the Food Bank, or supporting
veterans and first responders in our Tulsa community. Some
congregants prefer to connect to Jewish ideas through study
with Adult Education opportunities,  like our new Jewish Book
Club or Rabbi Appel’s monthly Shabbat Learning series. 

Many Points of Connection

Others connect through volunteering their time and expertise serving on the Temple Israel
Board, the Temple Israel Foundation Board, or one of our many other committees. Others
feel most Jewish through meaningful experiences with art and culture, such as visiting the
Sherwin Miller Museum or attending our Marcia Jankowsky Memorial Cantorial Concert. Still
others prefer to socialize with Jewish friends as a means of connection, including our
Congregational Dinners and Brotherhood After Hours gatherings. 

All of these ways of connecting to Judaism are honored and
celebrated at Temple Israel. Summer tends to be a quieter
time at Temple, but we still have opportunties to connect.
When planning our calendar of activities, we keep all of these
points of connection in mind. We strive to be YOUR Temple
Israel, with opportunities that are meaningful to YOU. I invite
you to look at the opportunities in the calendar in the back of
this bulleTIn, and decide which of those opportunities are most
meaningful to you. 
I invite you to try something new, and to sign up for
something you have not tried before. There are so many
ways to be a part of our community, whether you are Jewish,
part of an interfaith family, or are studying towards conversion
to Judaism. Each of these points of connection are valid and
meaningful in different ways. How will you “do Jewish”?

Esther’s Banquet

Mexican
Congregational

Dinner
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Midrashsha continued to bring our Tulsa teens
together to learn and, of course, eat. We studied
everything from kashrut laws to local social
justice issues to the founding of Israel. This year,
we also revived the Spring Break trip, journeying
to Los Angeles.
 
While we await our new Temple home, we have
the privilege of holding Shorashim at Mizel and
the JCC. We have the run of a perfect school set
up: a huge auditorium, a gym, a kitchen, and
state-of-the-art classrooms. Our hosts help
organize, and go out of their way to assist, even
making our annual Purim Carnival another
exciting success. This year, we embarked on a
new learning journey and kept our traditions in
place. We added fun things like a pool party and
pickleball tourney to our TJs and carnival. Many
thanks are due to our hosts, and a thank you to
both our school families and TI community for all
you did to make this year a success.

T E M P L E  E D U C A T I O N by Kelsey Holder, Director of
Lifelong Learning & Communication
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For most kids, we’ve reached a favorite time of year: Summer
Break. Let’s be honest—it’s a nice break for us all! As we head
into the warmer months, we can enjoy slower days knowing our
Jewish education programs have thrived. From pre-k to adult
students, we’ve had opportunities to gather in the beit midrash
that we’ve created in our temporary space. 

Our Adult Education Committee put their heads together and
offered a variety of opportunities, including our new TI Book
Club. Our first meeting brought us together for snacks and
discussion, and we set a reading list through the end of 2026.

Every member of our community
contributes meaningful support for
education at TI: our volunteers, our staff,
our Board of Trustees, our auxiliary
committees, and...you!  Rabbi Appel and
Jenny start our mornings off with T’filah
each week, and Barbara (our long-time
porter and hero!) keeps logistics running
like clockwork. I would like to especially
thank our Shorashim Morim and
Madrichim for their faithful service,  
encouragement, and devotion to
Shorahsim for making this year a joy.
Here’s to many more years…starting in
August!

Post a calendar of the Jewish
year and follow the month and
date.
Practice Hebrew with online
games and flashcards.
Visit our TI Library!
Find a Jewish recipe online and
cook together.
Light Shabbat candles at home
and practice the candle
blessing.
Watch videos about Jewish
holidays, values, and stories on
BimBam or Shaboom.
Crafts, crafts, crafts!
Reformjudiasm.org is a great
source of projects and other
activities. 

Jewish Summer Learning!

“Plague of Frogs”
Passover Leap Frog
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It may surprise you that dues cover only about 25% of our $1.6
million annual budget. A natural question follows: how do we fund
the remaining 75%? The answer is through a combination of
donations, fundraisers, and support from our Foundation. While we
work hard to manage expenses responsibly and run a disciplined
budget, dues alone are not enough to sustain everything our
Temple provides.
When I first reviewed our financials as Treasurer, I was surprised
to learn how much we rely on these additional sources. They are
essential to maintaining our programs, supporting our staff, and
sustaining our community.

T R E A S U R E R ’ S  U P D A T E by Devin Renberg, Treasurer
Board of Trustees

Our Foundation plays a particularly important role, but it is meant to support generations of
congregants over the long term. In recent years, we have relied more heavily on it than is
ideal, in part due to rising upkeep and maintenance costs of our previous building. One of the
goals of our new building is to reduce those ongoing costs and help preserve the Foundation
for the future, as continuing to rely on this level of support from the Foundation in the long run
is not sustainable.

At the end of the day, our Temple is sustained by our community—through dues, donations,
and participation.

If you are able, there are a few meaningful ways to help:
When dues statements arrive this summer, consider increasing by 5% or more if
you’re able.
Make a donation—any amount helps.
Support our Annual Fundraiser on May 3, 2026.

We fully understand that not everyone is in a position to give more, and our Temple is first
and foremost about community. But if you are able, your additional support helps ensure a
strong and sustainable future for our Temple.
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T E M P L E  T A K E S

First Night Passover Seder
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T E M P L E  T A K E S

Refugee Shabbat

“Seuss-Shan”
Purim CarnivalSisterhood Shabbat

Guest Speaker, 
Attorney Lorena Rivas

Queen Esther, 
Donnie Suter-Levin



Spring is a busy time for Brotherhood, and this year is no exception. It starts on May 11th
at 6 p.m. with another Temple Israel After Hours, brought to you by Brotherhood. This time
we will get together at Big Whiskey’s on 51st Street in Tulsa. Join in the fun as we all get
together for good food and drink. All are welcome to attend.

The ARZA breakfast will be held on May 17th at 9:30 a.m.. Rabbi Rinat Safania-Schwartz
will be the featured speaker. It will be a Zoom meeting as she resides in Israel; however;
there will still be breakfast served at the Jewish Federation. Rabbi Schwartz’s congregation
is also building a new Temple, so there should be a lot of similarities.

Last, but not least, is the annual baseball outing at ONEOK field. Our Tulsa Drillers will be
facing the Wichita Wind Surge on June 13th for the 7 p.m. game. We will gather at 6:30 p.m.
Tickets will be $20.00 and include a food voucher. More information will follow as the date
gets closer.

I’m happy to announce that Tony Winefield will be the next President of Brotherhood
beginning July 1st , 2026. Tony is a dynamic individual and has a lot of great ideas to lead
Brotherhood for the next two years. Brotherhood is in great hands.
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B R O T H E R H O O D by Craig Kovin, 
Brotherhood President

I have been a member of Brotherhood for the past
fourteen years and served as President for four years.
I’ve learned a phenomenal amount over these years.
The men who serve on the Brotherhood Board all
have the same priority: to assist Temple Israel in
stimulating Jewish religious, cultural, educational, and
social activities. It takes a team to make all these
happen. Our team accomplished them all.
I cannot thank the Brotherhood Board enough. Of
course, there are others who helped with our success.
Thank you Rabbi Appel and the entire Temple Israel
office staff. Without your help, none of this would be
possible. Thank you, Temple Israel, for letting me
serve as Brotherhood President. Good luck, Tony!
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A R Z A by Mark Lobo, 
TI ARZA Committee Chair

Israel Needs Reform Jews
How is it that Israelis can be so divided politically and at the
same time work together to survive a crisis? We understand the
need to help our communities when tornados or floods or
wildfires wreak havoc in Oklahoma. In Israel since October 7th,
we have come to know the scale of this crisis is national;
everyone is affected by war.
During ARZA Shabbat last month, we learned about the challenges for Israelis swept up by
regional conflicts. Temple continues its Israeli programming in May with a virtual visit by
Rabbi Rinat Safania-Schwartz of congregation Ve’Ahavta in Shoham, Israel. She is an
energetic, leading Reform rabbi who welcomes diversity and emphasizes service to all in
the community. Her work provides secular or non-religious Jewish Israelis the “opportunity
to shape their Jewish identity rather than feel like guests in their own spiritual home”.

Rabbi Safania-Schwartz will be featured guest speaker at ARZA Breakfast by Brotherhood
on May 17, 2026, 9:30 a.m., at the Charles Schusterman Jewish Community Center. The
Israeli fare at the extensive buffet will be your last opportunity this year to relish the taste of
Brotherhood’s famous Breakfasts! Watch for more details in the iTInerary and RSVP soon
as space is limited!
Your ARZA/TI membership of  $50 for 2026/5786
brings Israel programming to us and enables the
work of the Reform movement in Israel. If you
haven’t yet joined this year, please do so, and I
thank you for being part of our decades-long
membership in ARZA.



contributions & memorial gifts to Temple Israel
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Louis “Pug” Myers Endowment
Fund for Jewish Education at

Temple Israel
by Mark & Nancy Lobo

Music Fund
In Honor of Alea Walker

by Curtis & Regina Scissons

In Loving Memory of Ruth Bookbinder
by Marc & Irene Bookbinder

nextDor Fund
by Joe & Marielle Roberts

In Loving Memory of Leonard Springer
by Harold & Sheryl Springer

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
In Loving Memory of Terry Falk

Rosenthal
In Loving Memory of Christie Kennedy

by David & Erin Wambold

In Loving Memory of Ruth Springer
by Eileen Krammer

Rabbi Charles P. Sherman 
Members Helping Members Fund

by Anonymous
In Honor of Rabbi Appel & TI Staff

by Curtis & Regina Scissons

In Honor of Rabbi Daniel Sherman
becoming President of SWAR

by Roy & Evelyn Jones

Al & Marlene Tilkin Fund
In Loving Memory of Terry Falk

Rosenthal
by John & Klara Bode
by Craig & Carol Kovin

by Marcia Weinstein
by Stan & Cathey Kessler
By Roy & Evelyn Jones

by Eric Scholl
by Mark & Brenda Blumenthal

by TI Brotherhood

In Loving Memory of Christie Kennedy
by TI Brotherhood

Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
In Loving Memory of Ruth Springer

by Eileen Krammer

Dundee-Burger Youth Activities
Fund

In Loving Memory of 
Dorothy B. Wright

In Loving Memory of Leona Taylor
In Loving Memory of Dorothea

Dundee & Berel Dundee
In Loving Memory of Ruth Springer

In Loving Memory of Christie Kennedy
In Loving Memory of Terry Falk

Rosenthal
by Janet Dundee & Jeff Darby

General Fund
by Anonymous

by Marc & Lynn Goldberg

In Loving Memory of Marvin Mencher
by Stuart & Judith Mencher

Happy Passover Rabbi Appel 
& Jenny Labow

by Curtis & Regina Scissons
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To make a donation, please
contact the Temple offices,

send your donation via USPS, or
visit the Temple website at

www. templetulsa.com/donate/

Security Fund
In Honor of Rabbi Appel & TI Staff

In Honor of Security
Thank you for the Mi Shebeirach

prayers
In Honor of Jenny Labow

by Curtis & Regina Scissons

In Loving Memory of Rose Fagin
by Carol Miller

Happy Birthday Curt Scissons
by Regina Scissons

Technology Fund
In Honor of Donnie Suter-Levin, 

the 2026 Queen Esther
by John & Klara Bode

Queen Esther FundI
 In Honor of Donnie Suter-Levin, 

the 2026 Queen Esther
by Marcia Weinstein

by Mark & Brenda Blumenthal

In Loving Memory of Christie Kennedy
by Roy & Evelyn Jones

Please note our current
mailing address:
P.O. Box 700158
Tulsa, OK 74170
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A L L  I N  T H E  F A M I L Y

MAZEL TOV!
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TODAH RABAH

Mazel Tov to Brandon & Kelsey Holder,
on the graduation of their son, Cole, from

Northeastern State University with his
B.S. in Criminal Justice.

Thank you to our speaker at our recent
Refugee Shabbat, Attorney Lorena

Rivas. 

Thank you to all who volunteered at
our annual Purim Carnival and
Brotherhood for firing up the

Shushan Grill! You made the day
special for our kids, and we couldn’t do

it without your help!Mazel Tov to Chris & Patti Elliot on the
birth of their grandson, Lukas Xavier

Kaminski.

Groundbreaking & Genizah Ceremony

Thank you to Judy Benarrous, Mindy
Galoob, and Brina Reinstein for their

help with our Congregational
Passover Seder.

Mazel Tov to Cara Wilson-Armour who
was selected to attend the Advanced

Teacher Learning Seminar at Yad
Vashem in Jerusalem this summer to
work on curriculum for teaching about

the Holocaust.

On Sunday, April 13, our TI Community and guests
gathered for the official groundbreaking at the site of
our new Temple home. The gathering also included a
genizah ceremony for sacred texts.



M A Y  C A L E N D A R

M A Y  +  J U N E  2 0 2 6 / 5 7 8 6

SUN MON TUES WED THUR FRI SHABBAT

1

Shabbat
Services
6:00 PM

2

3

Shorashim
9 AM - 12:30 PM

Annual
Fundraiser
3:00 PM

4 5 6

Midrasha
7:00 PM

7 8
Birthday
Shabbat &
Celebration of
Rabbi Appel’s 30
Years in the
Rabbinate!
7:30 PM

9

10
Sisterhood
Board
1:00 PM

11

Temple Israel
After Hours
6:00 PM

12

Board of
Trustees
5:30 PM

13 14

Social Justice
Committee
7:00 PM

15

Zamru
L’Shabbat
6:00 PM

16
“Time” for
Learning:
Sivan & Time
Capsule
Opening
10:30 AM

17

ARZA
Breakfast by
Brotherhood
9:30 AM

18 19

Brotherhood
Board
5:30 PM

20 21
Tikkun Leil
Shavuot
6:30 PM

22

Shabbat
Services
6:00 PM

23

24

31
Annual
Meeting
10:30 AM

25 26

TI Adult Book
Club
6:00 PM

27 28 29
Zarrow Pointe
Shabbat
4:00 PM

Anniversary
Shabbat
6:00 PM

30
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The Temple Offices will be closed Friday, May 22, in observance of Shavuot, 
and Monday, May 25, in observance of Memorial Day.
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SUN MON TUES WED THUR FRI SHABBAT

1 2 3 4 5

Brotherhood
Shabbat
7:30 PM

6

7

Sisterhood
Board
1:00 PM

8 9

Board of
Trustees
5:30 PM

10 11

Social Justice
Committee
7:00 PM

12

Birthday
Shabbat
6:00 PM

13
“Time” for
Learning: Tamuz
10:30 AM

Brotherhood
Drillers Night
6:30 PM

14

Gourmets on
the Go @ Oren
6:00 PM

15 16

Brotherhood
Board
5:30 PM

17 18 19
Shabbat
Services
6:00 PM

20

21 22 23 24 25 26
Zarrow Pointe
Shabbat
4:00 PM

Anniversary
Shabbat
6:00 PM

27

28 29 30

TI Adult Book
Club
6:00 PM
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Rabbi Batsheva Appel, Interim Rabbi
rabbiappel@templetulsa.com

Jenny Labow, Cantorial Soloist & Office Manager
jenny@templetulsa.com

Jory Budd, Director of Operations
jory@templetulsa.com

Lesley Bumgarner, Director of Congregational Life 
lesley@templetulsa.com

Kelsey Holder, Director of Lifelong Learning & Communication
kelsey@templetulsa.com

Alea Walker, Bookkeeper
alea@templetulsa.com

Paul Sweet, Accompanist

Rabbi Michael Weinstein, Senior Rabbi (on Sabbatical)
rabbi@templetulsa.com

Rabbi Charles P. Sherman, Rabbi Emeritus

Non-Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
Tulsa, OK

Permit No. 715

SISTERHOOD JUDAICA SHOP
templetulsashop@gmail.com

NOW OPEN before select Shabbat Services or by appointment.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Brina Reinstein, President
Mindy Galoob, President-Elect
Josh Corngold, Vice President
Devin Renberg, Treasurer
Leisa Weintraub, Secretary 
Malcolm Milsten, Co-Honorary President
Paula Milsten, Co-Honorary President

Mark Blumenthal
Grant Bumgarner 
Irene Burnstein
Rick Cohn
Shana Deneen
Ethan Jones

Rebekah Kantor-Wunsch
Dan Kovin
Chuck Langer
Jon Stolper
Sandi Tilkin
Tony Winefield

/TEMPLETULSA

WWW.TEMPLETULSA.COM

@TEMPLETULSA

Questions, ideas or feedback
about this bulleTIn?

Contact us at:
kelsey@templetulsa.com

Tulsa's only congregation affiliated with 

P.O. Box 700158
Tulsa, OK 74170

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

affix mailing 
label here

REPRESENTATIVES TO THE BOARD
Donna Gantner, Sisterhood President
Craig Kovin, Brotherhood President
Dr. Stephen Galoob, Temple Israel Foundation President

For your convenience, the bulleTIn is
also available on our website at
www.templetulsa.com/bulletin. If you
would prefer to view the Temple Israel
newsletter online instead of receiving a
printed copy, please let Jenny know at
jenny@templetulsa.com. 

mailto:templetulsashop@gmail.com
http://www.templetulsa.com/
http://www.templetulsa.com/bulletin
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	Temple Israel founded in 1914 is a Reform Congregation affiliated with the Union for Reform Judaism. Temple Israel is truly our House of Worship, Study and Gathering. For over a century, our synagogue embodies the ritual warmth and ceremonial beauty of our Jewish tradition while serving as the center for worship, life-cycle celebration and events, education, social justice, and activities and gatherings for all ages. We are an inclusive and actively engaged community. We welcome singles and couples, interfaith couples and families, LGBTQ Jews and those seeking to convert to Judaism. Temple Israel values the diversity of Jewish expression and community.
	SAVE THE DATES

	TABLE OF CONTENTS
	Rabbi Remarks - p. 3
	President’s Message- p. 4
	Rabbinic Search Committee Update - p. 4
	Membership - p. 5
	Temple Education - p. 6
	Treasurer’s Update - p. 7
	Temple Takes - pp. 8-9
	Brotherhood Spotlight - p. 10
	ARZA Spotlight - p. 11
	Simcha & Sorrow - p. 12
	All in the Family - p. 13
	Calendar - pp. 14-15
	Racial Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion (REDI) means recognizing the holiness of each individual and affirming and reflecting the actual diversity of Jewish people. The URJ is dedicated to representing individuals across the gender spectrum, including transgender, nonbinary, and gender-expansive individuals.
	For more information about the Reform Movement's stance on inclusivity and a quick guide to pronouns, please visit https://urj.org/what-we-do/audacious-hospitality/quick-guide-pronouns.
	/TEMPLEISRAELTULSA
	@TEMPLEISRAELTULSA
	WWW.TEMPLETULSA.COM

	MAY + JUNE 2026/5786

	RABBI REMARKS
	Join us for Shabbat Services on Friday, May 8, as we celebrate  Rabbi Appel’s  30 Years in the Rabbinate!
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	PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
	Brina Reinstein, Temple Israel Board President
	As my two-year term as President of Temple Israel draws to a close, I sit in front of my computer writing my last bulleTIn message. Instead of the normal “Thanks, it’s been great” message one might expect from an outgoing Temple president, (although I plan to do that as well), I want to share something I have found to be true during my term.
	Communication is the foundation of any healthy relationship, and this is just as true within our Temple family as it is in our personal lives. Open, honest, and respectful communication between the leadership, the clergy, and the congregation builds trust, fosters unity, and ensures that everyone feels informed and valued.
	I find myself reflecting on this incredible journey with immense gratitude and pride. It has been a privilege to serve you, and I want to extend my heartfelt thanks to the clergy and staff, the Executive Committee and Board, all our committees and our members who have supported me along the way. Your passion, dedication, and countless hours of hard work have been empowering.
	The success of our NextDor Campaign is a testament to your unwavering commitment. I am looking forward to working with our newly formed Search Committee to help choose our new Senior Rabbi.
	It has been inspiring to see what we can achieve when we come together with a shared purpose. I look forward to joining you when we dedicate our beautiful new Temple next Spring. Thank you once again for your incredible support and partnership, and for making this journey so memorable and fulfilling.

	RABBINIC SEARCH COMMITTEE UPDATE
	President Brina Reinstein has appointed Grant Bumgarner as the Chair of the Rabbinic Search Committee, and invited the following Temple members to serve on the committee.
	Todd Arlan             Rick Cohn              Ryan Coretz          Josh Corngold             Shana Deneen      Mindy Galoob        Mark Goldberg       Rebekah Kantor            Michael Pollak       Devin Renberg      Jon Stolper            Zac Waxman
	At every turn, your Temple leadership is treating this immense project as sacred work, holding the desires of the Temple Israel community front and center. The members of the Rabbinic Search Committee represent a diverse cross-section of the Temple Israel community: longtime TI members and those newer to the community; parents of current Religious School students, parents of grown adults, and grandparents of small children. Our committee contains members of interfaith families and Jews by Choice. They have led Temple Israel’s Board and were selected for their love of our community and their desire to contribute to the sacred task of selecting Temple Israel’s next Senior Rabbi.
	Many of you expressed the desire to join this committee. While not everyone was chosen, as we move through this year long process, we will host a series of listening sessions to give you the opportunity to share your thoughts about what you would like to see in a new Senior Rabbi. Every member’s voice is vital in this process. Please check the Temple website for updates on the search process.
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	TEMPLE FAMILY
	Many Points of Connection
	Mexican Congregational Dinner
	Esther’s Banquet
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	TEMPLE EDUCATION

	Jewish Summer Learning!
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	TREASURER’S UPDATE
	by Devin Renberg, Treasurer Board of Trustees
	It may surprise you that dues cover only about 25% of our $1.6 million annual budget. A natural question follows: how do we fund the remaining 75%? The answer is through a combination of donations, fundraisers, and support from our Foundation. While we work hard to manage expenses responsibly and run a disciplined budget, dues alone are not enough to sustain everything our Temple provides.
	When I first reviewed our financials as Treasurer, I was surprised to learn how much we rely on these additional sources. They are essential to maintaining our programs, supporting our staff, and sustaining our community.
	Our Foundation plays a particularly important role, but it is meant to support generations of congregants over the long term. In recent years, we have relied more heavily on it than is ideal, in part due to rising upkeep and maintenance costs of our previous building. One of the goals of our new building is to reduce those ongoing costs and help preserve the Foundation for the future, as continuing to rely on this level of support from the Foundation in the long run is not sustainable.
	At the end of the day, our Temple is sustained by our community—through dues, donations, and participation.
	If you are able, there are a few meaningful ways to help:
	When dues statements arrive this summer, consider increasing by 5% or more if you’re able.
	Make a donation—any amount helps.
	Support our Annual Fundraiser on May 3, 2026.
	We fully understand that not everyone is in a position to give more, and our Temple is first and foremost about community. But if you are able, your additional support helps ensure a strong and sustainable future for our Temple.

	TEMPLE TAKES
	First Night Passover Seder
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	TEMPLE TAKES
	“Seuss-Shan” Purim Carnival
	Sisterhood Shabbat
	Refugee Shabbat
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	BROTHERHOOD
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	ARZA
	Israel Needs Reform Jews
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	SIMCHA + SORROW
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	ALL IN THE FAMILY
	MAZEL TOV!
	TODAH RABAH
	Groundbreaking & Genizah Ceremony
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	MAY CALENDAR
	SUN
	MON
	TUES
	WED
	THUR
	FRI
	SHABBAT
	1
	3
	6
	11
	12
	14
	15
	17
	19
	22
	24
	26

	The Temple Offices will be closed Friday, May 22, in observance of Shavuot,  and Monday, May 25, in observance of Memorial Day.
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	JUNE CALENDAR
	SUN
	MON
	TUES
	WED
	THUR
	FRI
	SHABBAT
	5
	Brotherhood Shabbat 7:30 PM

	7
	Sisterhood Board 1:00 PM

	9
	Board of Trustees 5:30 PM

	11
	Social Justice Committee 7:00 PM

	12
	Birthday Shabbat 6:00 PM

	14
	Gourmets on the Go @ Oren 6:00 PM

	16
	Brotherhood Board 5:30 PM
	19 Shabbat Services 6:00 PM
	26 Zarrow Pointe Shabbat 4:00 PM
	Anniversary Shabbat 6:00 PM

	30
	TI Adult Book Club 6:00 PM
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	P.O. Box 700158 Tulsa, OK 74170
	ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED


	Rabbi Batsheva Appel, Interim Rabbi rabbiappel@templetulsa.com
	Jenny Labow, Cantorial Soloist & Office Manager jenny@templetulsa.com
	Jory Budd, Director of Operations jory@templetulsa.com
	Lesley Bumgarner, Director of Congregational Life  lesley@templetulsa.com
	Kelsey Holder, Director of Lifelong Learning & Communication kelsey@templetulsa.com
	Alea Walker, Bookkeeper alea@templetulsa.com
	Paul Sweet, Accompanist
	Rabbi Michael Weinstein, Senior Rabbi (on Sabbatical) rabbi@templetulsa.com
	Rabbi Charles P. Sherman, Rabbi Emeritus
	SISTERHOOD JUDAICA SHOP templetulsashop@gmail.com
	NOW OPEN before select Shabbat Services or by appointment.
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