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T A B L E  O F
C O N T E N T S

Racial Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion (REDI)
means recognizing the holiness of each
individual and affirming and reflecting the actual
diversity of Jewish people. The URJ is
dedicated to representing individuals across the
gender spectrum, including transgender,
nonbinary, and gender-expansive individuals. 

For more information about the Reform
Movement's stance on inclusivity and a quick
guide to pronouns, please visit
https://urj.org/what-we-do/audacious-
hospitality/quick-guide-pronouns. 
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Temple Israel founded in 1914 is a Reform Congregation affiliated with the Union for Reform
Judaism. Temple Israel is truly our House of Worship, Study and Gathering. For over a century,
our synagogue embodies the ritual warmth and ceremonial beauty of our Jewish tradition while
serving as the center for worship, life-cycle celebration and events, education, social justice, and
activities and gatherings for all ages. We are an inclusive and actively engaged community. We
welcome singles and couples, interfaith couples and families, LGBTQ Jews and those seeking to
convert to Judaism. Temple Israel values the diversity of Jewish expression and community. 

Saturday, September 13 , 7:30 p.m.
Selichot Services & Program @ Temple Offices

Sunday, September 14, 1:00 p.m. 
Sisterhood Opening Program

Monday, September 22, 7:30 p.m.
Erev Rosh Hashanah Services @ JFT

Tuesday, September 23 10:00 a.m.
Rosh Hashanah Services @ JFT

Tuesday, September 23, 3:00 p.m.
Rosh Hashanah Family Event @ Tulsa Zoo

Friday, September 26, 6:00 p.m.
Shabbat Shuvah

Sunday, September 28, 10:30 a.m.
Kever Avot @ Rose Hill

Sunday, September 28, 3:00 p.m.
Tashlich @ The Gathering Place

Wednesday, October 1, 7:30 p.m.
Kol Nidre Services @ JFT

Thursday, October 2, beginning at 10:00 a.m.
Yom Kippur Services & Activities

Please see Page 11 & the Calendar for full details

Friday, October 10, 6:00 p.m.
Zamru L’Sukkot Shabbat Services

Saturday, October 11, 1:00 p.m.
Pizza in the Hut under the Sukkah @ JFT

Friday, October 17, 6:00 p.m.
Simchat Torah & Shabbat Services
Followed by Congregational Dinner

T E M P L E  I S R A E L ' S  M I S S I O N
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by Batsheva Appel 
Interim Rabbi

R A B B I  R E M A R K S
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We have the sweetness of honey in our history along with
pain and bitterness. The manna that the Israelites ate in the
wilderness tasted like honey over wafers. Honey is compared
to Torah and wisdom. In Psalm 19:11, Torah is seen as more

“For the bitter and the sweet”
“For the honey and the bee sting, for the bitter and the sweet”
Naomi Shemer’s song Al Kol Eileh, asks God to protect
everything acknowledging that in life there is both bitter and
sweet.

precious than fine gold, and sweeter than honey. Rashi, the medieval commentator, on
Psalm 24:13, states: “It is customary for people to eat honey because it is good; so too
know wisdom for your soul, and just as you run to eat honey, so should you run to know
wisdom.”
 
We wish each other a sweet new year because we want the coming year to be happy and to
be fruitful. We know that we can look back on any year and see both the bitter and the
sweet. We know when we gather for the High Holidays, we will bring both the bitter and the
sweet. Those things that we regret, that we want to change will be the bitter. Those things
that we are most proud of, that we hope to repeat will be the sweet. That is the nature of the
work at this time of year.
Wishing everyone L’shanah tovah u’metukah! Wishing everyone a good and sweet 5786!
May it be a year of health and prosperity, learning and wisdom, community and peace!

A D U L T  E D U C A T I O N

On Tisha B’Av, the 15th of the Hebrew month
Av and the holy day commemorating the
destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem, Rabbi
Appel led a group of congregants in her first
study since joining us at Temple Israel.
Focusing on mourning both collectively and in
community, the study explored Jewish text as
well as works from contemporary literature and
song. 

While Tisha B’Av is a solemn holy day,
participants enjoyed gathering and hearing
Rabbi Appel teach in a small setting. 
Rabbi Appel will soon begin a continuing
study of From Time to Time: Journeys in the
Jewish Calendar by Dalia Marx, following
the months of the Jewish year and the
holidays, festivals, feasts, and fasts we find
throughout the Jewish year.
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our beautiful new Temple on our current property. Bids are out and excitement is building for
our groundbreaking. Stay tuned for an informational update.
 
I ask that you join your Temple Israel family for Friday night services held on Zarrow Campus
in the Barbara and Dave Sylvan Auditorium. Join us there as we also celebrate our simchas
and life cycle events. Join us at our temporary home as we host shabbat dinners,
Brotherhood breakfasts, Sisterhood events, and Temple programs.
 
We look forward to the beginning of the Jewish New Year, a time for personal reflection.
Temple Israel leadership and staff look forward to spending the High Holy Days with you as
we gather for prayer. 
 
As always, I can still save you a seat in the front row! I wish you and your families a happy
and sweet new year.
 
Remember, whether on 22nd Place or on 71st Street…WE ARE TEMPLE ISRAEL!

p4
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B O A R D  U P D A T E Brina Reinstein,
Temple Israel Board President

Good things are happening at Temple Israel! We have a wonderful
new Interim Rabbi, Rabbi Batsheva Appel, who has joined our
community with great spirit and enthusiasm.
 
After an unbelievable (who knew we had so much stuff) and
successful garage sale, we left our Temple building, moving the
congregation to temporary worship, education and office space on
Zarrow Campus. Our deepest thanks to the Jewish Federation of
Tulsa, Mizel Jewish Community Day School, and Zarrow Pointe for
their warm welcome.
 
We look forward with optimism and excitement as our NextDor
project progresses. Plans are continuing toward the construction of 
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T E M P L E  F A M I L Y by Lesley Bumgarner
Director of Congregational Life
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The months of June and July were a busy time of transition for
Temple Israel. Our days were filled with planning, packing, organizing,
selling, unpacking and settling into our new space. Congregants have
asked me to share some details about our Temple Israel garage sale
and move, so I thought I would do so by sharing the following
numbers:

Temple Israel Garage Sale and Move,
by the Numbers

ONE huge project to manage (while saying goodbye to ONE Senior Rabbi and
welcoming ONE Interim Rabbi.)
TWO invaluable helpers (Robin Morris and Jeff Sloan), whose help, work ethic and
expertise made this transition possible.
THREE key staff members (Jenny Labow, Jory Budd and Kelsey Holder) whose
patience, packing skills, and positivity made the work accomplished in the month of June
happen.
FOUR weeks of packing (with help from our wonderful lay leaders)!
FIVE days of moving (July 7,8,9,10 and 11), with temperatures in the high 90’s! 
SIX more weeks of me selling items on Facebook Marketplace after the garage sale.
SEVEN worthy non-profit organizations to which we made donations, including Zarrow
Pointe, Mizel Jewish Community Day School, Habitat for Humanity, Salvation Army,
Marshall School, Friends of the Helmerich Library, and Phillips Theological Seminary
Library.

In looking back over this busy time, I am grateful that our garage sale provided our
members with the opportunity to purchase small “Temple Israel Treasures” to enjoy and take
home. I am grateful for the opportunity to support deserving non-profits, particularly Mizel
Jewish Community Day School and Zarrow Pointe, whose generosity towards us have been
unmatched as we settle into our temporary office space on the Zarrow campus. I am
grateful for the opportunity to add funds to the Next Dor project. All told we raised a total of
$18,877 for Temple Israel with our efforts, which will help fund the playground in our new
building. 
 
We are now settled in our new office space and are busy preparing for the reflective time of
the High Holy Days. I want to sincerely think every member of our Temple Israel Family who
helped us during this time of transition. As we move into 5786, my hope is for a year of
peace and productivity. As always, we continue to strive to provide each member of our
Temple Israel community opportunities to connect, learn, grow and worship. Please join us!
And let us know what activities and opportunities are most meaningful to you. Let’s
remember that while transition can have its challenges, that we are more than a building.
We are a community…a Temple Israel Family. I wish every member of our Temple Israel
Family a sweet and meaningful new year. 
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T E M P L E  E D U C A T I O N by Kelsey Holder
Director of Education &
Communication
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Welcome Fall! New season, better weather (hopefully!), a New Year filled with new
beginnings and the sound of the Shofar calling in the distance….
 
Please join us for Sisterhood’s Opening Program Sunday, September 14th from 1-3 p.m. in
the Barbara and Dave Sylvan Auditorium at the JFT. John Erling is our guest, the voice of
radio who entertained Tulsans for 30 years as the host of “Erling in the Morning” on KRMG.
Zarrow Pointe will provide lunch--your choice of a Turkey Sandwich or Tuna Salad Sandwich
served with chips, fruit, and a cookie. Tickets are $15 for Sisterhood Members, $20 for non-
members. This program is open to all! Please RSVP on the TI website by September 8th.
Put on your dancing shoes and get ready for the Brotherhood Sisterhood Dance 2025 on
Saturday, November 15th from 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM ,$30 per person. Havdallah begins at 6:45
PM. A DJ will play all the hits from the 50’s through the early 80’s. Phenomenal Flavors will
cater, and wine and assorted beverages will be available. Cornhole and Jenga will be set up
for all you competitive gamers!
 
I so hope you will consider joining Sisterhood. We have many opportunities for you to lend
your talents, make meaningful and lasting friendships and be part of a fun and caring
community.

The Sisterhood Judaica Shop is now open each Friday 30 minutes before Shabbat
Services outside the Barbara & Dave Sylvan Auditorium.

 
 

S I S T E R H O O D by Donna Gantner, 
Sisterhood President

School is officially back in session! August 17th marked our first
day of Shorashim, and our first day in our temporary home, Mizel
Jewish Community Day School. We spent the day exploring our
new classrooms, t’filah space, and play areas. We eased back
into learning with a Hebrew Carnival, and naturally, the opening
day pool party (with Dippin’ Dots) was the crowd favorite. Our
students, families, Madrichim, and teachers all enjoyed a chance
to relax and spend time together in the sun.

Ketuvim “The Writings,” and brought the Institute of Southern Jewish Life curriculum back to
our learning. Working with Sara Levitt at Congregation B’nai Emunah, we have created an
innovative new Midrasha format. We bring learning to life through connection and action with
workshop-style seminars and visits from local experts in the field. Our TI Madrichim program
returned with a new twist: “Junior Madrichim.” The students from our sizeable 7th grade
class last year all wanted to return as Madrichim, so this will be a foundational year to
prepare them for more years helping younger students learn. 

This year, we keep traditions while continuing to innovate. We
complete our three-year exploration of the Hebrew Bible with the

I will probably thank the JFT and Mizel in every bulleTIn! Our friends across the parking lot
have welcomed Shorashim with open arms and helped us at every turn. With a smooth
transition and a campus made for kids, our Shorashim program continues to thrive while we
await our new home.
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S O C I A L  J U S T I C E by Ethan Jones,
Committee Chair

It's High Holiday season again, and that means it's time for our annual Food Bank drive!
This year's drive is more important than ever, since the Food Bank is facing a $10 million
loss in Federal funds. That shortfall means we need to step up our efforts. Please dig
deep and try to give more than you did last year, whether that's food donations or money.
We will have regular donation bins at the JCC and Zarrow Pointe starting in September,
so please bring a bag of canned goods anytime you visit the campus. 

As usual, you will receive a mailing from the Temple with all the details about the drive,
including links. We will give out grocery bags on Rosh Hashanah for your donations, to
be returned on Yom Kippur. Keep an eye on your iTInerary for more details on the
logistics in our new space. 

Our Social Justice Committee will partner with the Food
Bank of Northeastern Oklahoma for Temple Israel’s
traditional High Holy Days food drive. Additionally, we
support Mazon, a Jewish Response to Hunger. 

Tzedakah and acts of kindness are the equivalent of all the mitzvot of the Torah. 
– Jerusalem Talmud, Pe'ah 1:1.

On another note, Social Justice is looking for
new members! We're a busy committee
doing a lot of good work, and we'd love to
have more people helping us out! Please
reach out to me at ethanthej@gmail.com and
I will get you connected. 

Shalom,
Ethan Jones, Social Justice Committee Chair

Social Justice Committee Members
 volunteering at Clarehouse.

This year, monetary contributions can be made online and food items can be
dropped off at the Jewish Federation of Tulsa beginning September 1st. We will also
pass out grocery bags on Rosh Hashanah for food item donations to be returned on
Yom Kippur as we “fill the truck.” See page 11 for more details.

Watch your mailbox for the annual mailing and check the website with more
information and your opportunity to donate. Together, TI can beat hunger!

High Holy Days Food Drive

Join your Temple family at this year’s Tulsa Pride Parade, 
Sunday, October 11, 4:00 PM

Staging begins at 12:30 PM at Boston Avenue United Methodist Church,
1301 S. Boston Avenue, Tulsa 
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T E M P L E  T A K E S

W E L C O M E ,
R A B B I  A P P E L !

T O R A H  O N
T H E  M O V E
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T E M P L E  T A K E S

S H O R A S H I M
O P E N I N G

P O O L
P A R T Y

S U M M E R  S O I R E E
&  H A V D A L A H

O P E N  H O U S E  &
M E Z U Z A H  H A N G I N G
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A R Z A
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The Brotherhood will again be selling commemorative T-shirts (long sleeve & short sleeve),
sweatshirts and hoodies. Each will have a screen print of the Ten Commandments located
in front of our beloved Temple Israel. They will be available in adult sizes small to 3XL, and
youth sizes small through XL. Colors offered will be blue, gold, purple, and medium gray.
Orders will be taken through October 5th.
 
 “Tizku l’shanim rabot”. May you see many more years.

Brotherhood after Hours had its first get-together at McNellie’s. We have four more
scheduled throughout the year, and they will be listed in the iTInerary several weeks before
they occur. These events are a great way to have informal, casual conversations with
Temple Israel members and enjoy some good food. The venue changes each time, so there
should be a restaurant that hits the spot for everyone.
 

Summer is winding down and our TI Brotherhood is
gearing up for what should be an active year. The first
breakfast is already behind us. Our speaker was Judah
Ari Gross, managing editor of eJewishPhilantrophy.
Judah had a phenomenal presentation and Brotherhood,
led by our famed chef Itzik, prepared and served a great
breakfast.
 
Our next breakfast is scheduled for October 12th at 9:30
AM and will be held in the Sylvan auditorium at the
Jewish Federation. Our guest speaker is scheduled to be
Yoni Shtern, a licensed Israel Tour Guide. It should be a
very informative talk.

B R O T H E R H O O D by Craig Kovin, 
Brotherhood President

by Mark Lobo, 
Committee Chair

Among the brochures, maps and pamphlets I collected around the
time of my first Israel trip was “Israel Shines”. Published by the
enduring organization Stand With Us, the title was as much a
statement as a goal. How do we support Israel in that ideal, how can
we maintain support in challenging times, and why?

Israel needs World Jewry, American Jews, Reform Jews and you more than ever. We have
been urged to support Israel since before it existed, but the definition of “support” has
changed over some 80 years. Judaism has thrived by supporting ourselves as a people.
Despite being routed from the Promised Land, hated for holding fast to our ideology over
centuries, and murdered in the Holocaust, we have thrived.
Israel has provided a life for Jews who suffer from being hated, routed and murdered.
Zionism supported the idea of Israel as a future homeland by encouraging and aiding
immigration. Fast forward to the “startup nation” period when international companies
supported Israel to become a world leader by funding research and product development.
Today, Israel needs the support of engagement. Read the Israeli press, listen to experts,
watch videos, attend Israel programs. Talk to Israelis. Meet an Israeli Reform rabbi. Go to
Israel. All Jews can develop a multi-faceted Jewish understanding of Israel. Share your
understanding with anyone who asks. With this support Israel will shine.

Brotherhood guest speaker,
Judah Ari Gross
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H I G H  H O L Y  D A Y S  I N F O R M A T I O N

Watch your iTInerary
and your mailbox for

more info!



contributions & memorial gifts to Temple Israel

S I M C H A  +  S O R R O W
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Music Fund
In Honor of Jenny Labow

by Rick Cohn

NextDor Fund
In Honor of TI Volunteers

In Honor of Jory Budd
In Honor of Rabbi Appel

In Honor of Jenny Labow & Nichole
Lutz

by Curtis & Regina Scissons

In Loving Memory of Peggy
Scissons

by Curtis & Regina Scissons

In Loving Memory of Beverly
Axelrod

by Harold & Sheryl Springer

In Loving Memory of Barbara
Rotenberg

by Naomi Jennings

Queen Esther Fund
by Ginny Katz

Al & Marlene Tilkin Fund
In Honor of Mark Lobo, 2025

Brotherhood Volunteer of the Year
Award Recipient

In Honor of Craig Kovin, 2025
Amudim Award Recipient

by Mark & Brenda Blumenthal

Wishing a R’fuah Sh’leimah to 
Terry Rosenthal

by Roy & Evelyn Jones

Cemetery Beautification Fund
In Loving Memory of Jay Sylvan

by Jay Sylvan Family

General Fund
by Anonymous
by Rick Cohn

Judy Halpern Social Justice
Fund

In Loving Memory of Max A.
Ontman

Iris Chandler

Landscape Fund
by Gordon Trust
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Rabbi Charles P. Sherman 
Members Helping Members Fund

by Anonymous

In Loving Memory of Isabel
Sanditen

In Loving Memory of Andi
Schlanger

by Philip & Janice Wilner

Security Fund
In Loving Memory of Stephen

Kutner
by Lee Kutner, Janet Simmons,

 Ian Simmons

To make a donation, please
contact the Temple offices,

send your donation via USPS,
or visit the Temple website at

www. templetulsa.com/donate/
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A L L  I N  T H E  F A M I L Y

Mazel Tov to Grant Bumgarner and
Avery Bennett on their engagement.

Grant is a life-long member of Temple
Israel and serves on our Board of
Trustees. He works for the Kaiser

Family Foundation, and Avery works at
Impact Tulsa. A wedding will be

planned for sometime in Autumn 2026.

MAZEL TOV!
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For the past seven years, I’ve served as an
executive assistant at a local Tulsa company,
supporting leadership with organization and
heart to every role I support. I’m a devoted
mother to a joyful 5-year-old boy. Our favorite
moments are spent practicing sports, building
with Magna-Tiles, and flying airplanes! I find joy
in gardening, baking, and early mornings with
the Lord over coffee. I’m honored and grateful to
be a part of Temple Israel and excited to witness
all God will do!

WELCOME!

In early August, Temple Israel was thrilled to
welcome Nichole Lutz (pronounced “Lootz”) to
the Temple Israel Team as our new Bookkeeper.
Learn a little about Nichole below, and help us
offer her a warm TI welcome. 

TODAH RABAH

Thank you to all who helped with the
move from Temple Israel to our

temporary office space and our service
space in the Barbara & Dave Sylvan

Auditorium at the JFT.

Thank you to the Jewish Federation
of Tulsa for generously sponsoring our

first pre-oneg at the JFT.

Thank you to Caroline Seibold for
sharing her bounteous harvest (below)

with her TI Family!
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SUN MON TUES WED THUR FRI SHABBAT

1 2 3

Midrasha @
CBE
6:30 PM

4 5

Shabbat
Services
6:00 PM

6

7

Shorashim
9 AM-12:30 PM

8 9

BOT Meeting
5:30 PM

10

Midrasha @
CBE
6:30 PM

11

Social Justice
Committee
7:00 PM

12

Shabbat
Services
7:30 PM

13

Selichot
Services &
Program at
Temple
Offices
7:30 PM

14
Shorashim Family
Day of Service
10:00 AM - 12 PM

Sisterhood
Opening Program
1:00 PM

15 16

Brotherhood
Board Meeting
5:30 PM

17

Midrasha @
CBE
6:30 PM

18 19

Zamru
L’Shabbat
Services
6:00 PM

20

21

Shorashim
9-12:30

22

Erev Rosh
Hashanah
Services
7:30 PM

23
Rosh Hashanah
Services
10:00 AM

RH @ Zoo Bday
Party
3:00 PM

24

No Midrasha 

25 26
Shabbat
Services at
Zarrow Pointe
4:00 PM

Shabbat Shuvah
Services
6:00 PM

27

28
Shorashim
9-12:30

Kever Avot @ Rose
Hill
10:30 AM

Tashlich @
Gathering Place
3:00 PM

29 30

Anniversary Shabbat

Birthday Shabbat

p3p3
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Temple Offices Closed

For information on High Holy Day service locations,
please see page 11, the TI website, the flyer received in

the mail, and the weekly iTInerary.
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SUN MON TUES WED THUR FRI SHABBAT

1
Kol Nidre
Services
7:30 PM

Erev Yom
Kippur

No Midrasha

2
See Yom
Kippur
Schedule
Below

3

Shabbat
Services
6:00 PM

4

5

Shorashim
9-12:30 PM

TJs
1:00-2:30 PM

6

Erev Sukkot

7

Sukkot Day 1

8

Sukkot Day 2

No Midrasha

9

Sukkot Day 3

10

Sukkot Day 4

Zamru L’Sukkot
Services
6:00 PM

11

Sukkot Day 5

Pizza in the
Hut @ JFT
1:00 PM

12
Sukkot Day 6

Breakfast by
Brotherhood
9:30 AM

Shorashim
9-12:30

13

Sukkot Day 7

14

Simchat Torah

BOT Meeting
5:30 PM

15

No Midrasha

16 17
Simchat Torah
& Shabbat
Services
6:00 PM
Followed by
congregational
dinner

18

19

No Shorashim -
Fall Break

20 21

Brotherhood
Board Meeting
5:30 PM

22

Midrasha @
CBE
6:30 PM

23 24

Shabbat
Services
6:00 PM

25

26

Shorashim
9-12:30

27 28 29 30 31
Shabbat Services
at Zarrow Pointe
4:00 PM

Shabbat Services
6:00 PM

Anniversary Shabbat

Birthday Shabbat

p3p3
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Temple Offices Closed Yom Kippur
Morning Service - 10:00 AM

Afternoon Learning - 1:00 PM
Music & Meditation - 2:30 PM

Afternoon Service, Yizkor, & N’eilah - 3:30 PM
Community Breakfast  - 6:00 PM

All Yom Kippur Day Services & Activities @ Jewish Federation of Tulsa
2021 E. 71st Street
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Questions, ideas or feedback
about this bulleTIn?

Contact us at:
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P.O. Box 700158
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